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Section of Medicine, at the Royal Society of Medicine (Proceedings, 1923, xvi, p. 73) , and in the discussion Dr. William Hunter carefully reviewed the whole data and present condition and summed up decidedly in favour of the case being one of pernicious anemia. There was achylia gastrica (ordinary test-breakfast). A liver diet was afterwards found to be of great use, but during the last part of 1930 and first half of 1931, she took less liver and there was slight anaemia again. On November 7, 1931, she had again been neglecting the liver, and looked pale (sallow) and complained of feelings of faintness, palpitation on exertion, and "pins and needles" in the fingers. Blood-count: haemoglobin 62%; erythrocytes 2,800,000; colour-index 1 1; leucocytes 4,950; slight anisocytosis and poikilocytosis. No enlargement of her spleen or liver detected. On December 5, after taking more liver (4 lb. every day except Sundays) in her diet, the erythrocyte count was 4,280,000; the leucocytes were 5,300, of which 9% were eosinophils, doubtless owing to the liver diet. On January 30, 1932, after continuing the liver diet, the patient felt quite well. The erythrocyte count was 4,900,000 (hiemoglobin only 76%), and the leucocytes were 6,500. The red cells appeared normal, and included 1% reticulocytes; no erythroblasts. The thrombocyte count was 320,000. The "fragility" of the erythrocytes was within normal limits, haemolysis commencing with the 0-6% sodium chloride solution (complete with the 0-38% solution). The Hijmans van den Bergh reaction was negative direct and strongly positive indirect, as it has always been. The urine showed only slight excess of urobilinogen.
Fractional examination of the patient's gastric contents was carried out on May 16, 1931, and on February 13, 1932, and on both occasions (even after a subcutaneous injection of histamine) there was complete absence of free hydrochloric acid. On the latter occasion pepsin was likewise tested for and found to be absent, at least by careful observation, up to twenty-four hours.
Orthostatic (Edema of the Dorsum of both Feet of the Nonne and Milroy type.-F. PARKES WEBER, M.D.
The patient, a young woman, (E.W.), aged 28, unmarried, is normally developed, except for moderate spinal scoliosis, and has enjoyed good health. The cedema of the feet, of which she now complains, gradually developed at about the age of 22. It is chiefly marked on the dorsum and always entirely disappears after rest in bed. There is no affection of the thoracic or abdominal viscera; no enlargement of lymphatic glands; no orthostatic albuminuria. The blood-Wassermann reaction is negative. There is no family history of any similar cedema. She has no brothers; her only sister, aged 16, has at all events not as yet developed anything of the kind.
The case seems to me to be one of cedema of the Nonne and Milroy type, though no other members of the patient's family are affected. (Cf. F. P. Weber, " A Note on the Nature of the Milroy-Nonne Disease," Brit. Journ. Child. Dis., 1929, xxvi, p. 204 .) The distribution in the feet rather than above the ankles is unusual; the type of shoes worn has doubtless something to do with this. His present illness began six months ago with cough accompanied by thoracic pain and sweats coming on in attacks at intervals of three and four days. At the beginning an attack lasted an hour, more recently for 24 to 36 hours. The pain is generally in the region of the left nipple or between this point and the sternum, deep but does not radiate, is sometimes of a stabbing character, causing considerable distress and cough but not expectoration. Between attacks he feels well; his
